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The purpose of IGo is to provide 

students with a cross-cultural 

setting in which mission work, 

Biblical teaching  and personal 

discipleship can take place 

simultaneously.

We believe that it is more beneficial 

to be training missionaries 

overseas rather than in the affluent 

Western setting. IGo provides 

students with opportunities to 

travel and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not solely 

theoretical; instead it addresses 

the everyday issues a student 

experiences in ministry.

I was seventeen years old. As I crested the hill leading to a steep decline on a 
country road, the brakes failed in the 1974 Newport Chrysler I was driving. We began 
our descent, rapidly gaining speed. At the bottom of the hill was a sharp right turn. 
Straight ahead was a large creek and a row of trees—not a good option. We continued 
gaining speed—estimates were 75-80 mph—but my mind was racing faster. In the 
final seconds before the crash, I knew if I were to die that day, I would be hurled into 
eternity without Jesus. My only hope was to be able to breathe after the crash. I kept 
repeating to myself, “After this is over, I have to breathe!”

The speed was too great and the curve too sharp. The car launched airborne across 
the creek and into a tree. The tree punched a deep “v” into the hood of the car and 
drove the engine back through the firewall before bouncing us back into the creek. My 
arms had braced the steering wheel so hard that it bent in the opposite direction, and 
my chest slammed against the center column. After all was still, I realized with horror 
that I could not breathe! I gasped for air but there was none in my lungs. Somehow, in 
that desperate struggle for life, I finally found my breath again.

I was saved from death and quite happy to be so, but I did not do anything about 
it. I was told that God has a purpose and plan for my life, but I did not seek Him. I 
was deeply grateful for my deliverance, but my gratitude did not result in what God’s 
intent was for my deliverance. It would be years before I turned to Jesus. I am amazed 
that His grace continued pursuing me! Ephesians 2:8,10 says, “For by grace you have 
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IGo Faculty & Staff
The faculty and staff of IGo give direction to the teaching and 
ministries of the IGo students. We are blessed with men and 

women who serve in these capacities with diligence and a 

passion to advance the Kingdom of Christ. 

Administrative Council

The administrative council is made up of Duane Weber, 

Deaniel Yoder, Gaylord Barkman, and Clifton Troyer, who 

oversee the IGo programs. 

INVEST (IGo Network of Volunteer Educators 

 Serving Thailand)

Team English For Life (EFL) 

This INVEST team seeks to share Jesus with Thai students 

through teaching English. EFL volunteers are serving at a 

government high school, a government elementary school, 

a church English program, and elsewhere. It is their goal 

to help the Thai church in its outreach efforts by providing 
staff to teach English and build relationships in targeted 
locations. 

Team Wisdom Tree Home (WTH) 

This INVEST team serves as 

caregivers and English teachers 

for the Wisdom Tree Home, which 

is a Christ-centered, bilingual 

preschool and kindergarten 

located in Chiang Mai. Wisdom 

Tree Home is an outreach of a local Thai church, and they 

hope to start a Christian primary school as well. Their 

mission is to consistently train, teach, and nurture children 

from a Christian worldview and build relationships with the 

parents or guardians. 

Macedonian Teaching 

Ministry (MTM)

MTM is actively working to equip 

native church leaders throughout 

Asia and beyond to reach their 

own cultures and unreached 

people for Jesus Christ. Raymond 

& Naomi Burkholder and Merle 

& Judy Flory together conduct 

eight to ten MTM leadership 

training conferences each year and five three-week 
Bible schools in different regions of the world, thereby 
reaching the unreached by equipping and mobilizing native 

Christians and pastors. For more information about MTM,  

visit https://mtm-global.org/.

Ransom Ministries

Jason and Gloria Croutch oversee 

this ministry, which exists to 

bring pleasure to God by offering 
the hope of the Gospel to ladies 

at risk of entering or in the red-

light districts of Chiang Mai. 

The team has moved to a new area of the city and has 

been transitioning to include more prevention ministry 

through building relationships with young girls, developing 

economic opportunities for women, and providing biblical 

teaching. For more information about Ransom, please visit:  

www.ransom-ministries.com. 

ADAM (Affirming, Developing 
Authentic Manhood)

Lanus & Aganetha Dueck have 

responded to the Lord’s call to 

reach Thai men for Jesus Christ 

and His Kingdom. Currently they 

are involved in English teaching, 

Bible teaching, and building friendships in their community. 

Their prayer is that God’s Word will bear fruit and a 

redeemed generation of godly men will lead their families and 

communities.  

EQUIP (Educate. Qualify. 

Unite. Inspire. Prepare.)
EQUIP is a partnership ministry 

between the state-side EQUIP 

Committee and IGo. Stephen 

Burkholder and Clinton Weaver 

oversee sixteen orphan homes in 

Asia. They visit the children’s homes and provide accountability 

and encouragement. EQUIP is currently partnering with 

sixteen pastors for the care of 154 children. 

Victory Christian School 

(VCS)

This small school offers a Christian-
based education for students up 

to twelfth grade. VCS was founded 

with the purpose of serving the IGo 

staff families. However, that vision 
has been broadened to include several other missionary 

families who are serving in Chiang Mai. This year there are 

five different countries being represented by the twenty-one 
students. 

IGo Ministries

Raising Up Men  
of Leadership



Saved! Now What? CONT.

been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God. For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand 
that we should walk in them.” 

As Christians, we are saved from a far worse disaster than 
a car accident! We are saved to show forth the praises of Him 
who has called us out of darkness and into His marvelous 
light! Jesus saves so we can fulfill His mandate to go into all 
the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He saves 
us to fulfill His plan that we do greater works than He did! 
We are saved to experience the fulfillment of God’s desire for 
mankind—to dwell in His presence. Forever!

Philippians 2:12b,13 says, “Work out your own salvation 
with fear and trembling. For it is God who works in you both 
to will and to do for His good pleasure.” Having experienced 
such a great salvation, do you find yourself satisfied in it, 
but failing to passionately pursue the heart of God? Are you 
grateful for this salvation, yet neglecting the outworking 
of it? Is it possible you may be working for your salvation 
instead of working it out?

May the joy of your salvation result in you evaluating the 
following questions. What now is God’s plan and purpose 
for my life? How do I live out my salvation practically, in 

the will of God? These questions arise numerous times 
throughout your life. Faced with major decisions, needing to 
answer hard questions, and seeking solutions for problems 
bigger than you, you cry out to God for wisdom. You want 
to fulfill His perfect will for your life, but what is it? If only 
He would write in the sky, or on a wall, or speak audibly, 
then you would certainly obey, right? 

Because of this great salvation, we seek to serve our Savior. 
We must evaluate and ensure that we are in submission to 
what God has already revealed to us. If we resist God in 
small areas of life, we cannot expect God to further reveal to 
us the deeper mysteries of His will. Genuine obedience to 
God is not based on works—it is the result of true salvation! 
As you surrender your life to the will of the Father, God is 
able to continue to direct your path. 

Ten months ago, I was very ill. Unknown to us, cancer 
was eating away at my life and I became very weak. As I 
pondered the possibility of an untimely earthly demise, it 
begged me to evaluate my level of submission and surrender 
to the sovereignty of God. In March, after extensive testing 
and then surgery, the lymphoma was cut out of my body 
and the doctor declared me cancer-free. PTL! Once again, I 
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am overwhelmed at God’s great grace! The “brush with 
death” this time was a much different experience than the 
one thirty-six years ago. This time, I knew that I would spend 
eternity in the presence of Jesus if I died. 

I continue to ponder the reality that God has saved me 
again from death! Now what? What will I do with the gift of 
life God has granted me? Am I fulfilling the purpose for which 
God granted me life?

You have experienced so great a salvation. Now what? Has 
your salvation resulted in the fulfillment of God’s purpose for 
your life? Let us inspire one another to love and good works. 
May the result of your salvation be the working out of it with 
joy and holy reverence in the service of our Savior! God may 
call some of you to IGo, where together we seek His face and 
serve Him with our whole heart. Be faithful to His call, follow 
His footsteps wherever they lead!  ~Gaylord Barkman
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