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Some of the last words spoken by Jesus while 
here on earth were, “Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations.” Several millenniums later the necessity 
of responding to these words still stands. For 
centuries each individual who has been birthed 
into the body of Christ has needed to wrestle with 
the choice, “What will I do with this mandate? Will 
I go or will I not go?” A typical response to this 
question has often been, “Lord, I am willing to go if 
You should call me.” It has become an acceptable 
response within Christendom to answer the Great 
Commission’s imperative with the words, “Lord, 
I am willing to go,” but to actually have no real 
intention of going. We have somehow concluded 
that if we reply with the words, “Lord, I am willing,” 
we have done our necessary part in responding to 
Christ’s commission. We naively miss the aspect 
of the commission, that it not only involves a 
“willingness to go,” but it also includes the “action 
of going.” Too many times our response and 

attitude could best be summed up in the words, “I 
am willing to go, but planning to stay.”    

The significance of the words “planning to 
stay” often reveal a whole lot more about us than 
what we might really like to admit. A “willingness 
to go, but planning to stay” indicates the heart’s 
true intentions, and the “planning” supersedes the 
“willingness.” Why is it that to get us to actually 
respond to the Great Commission by “going,” we 
feel we need some sort of “extra sign” from God 
to move us into gear? I need to be certain He is 
calling. I need to make sure this is His will for my 
life. These and similar responses have been far 
too commonly heard within the church. We justify 
ourselves by saying, “I would be willing to go, but I 
am just not sure this is what God wants me to do,” 
and so we plan to stay. How many of Christ’s other 
commands do we need an extra sign to motivate 
us before we jump into action? I am certainly not 
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against seeking the leading of the Holy Spirit and His 
specific direction in our lives, but the command to go 
does not need an extra incentive. 

I still recall over thirty years ago sitting in a 
missions conference when the speaker presented 
this perspective through his personal testimony. 
He shared how he had told the Lord in regard to 
missions, “I am willing to go.” But he also stated, “In 
reality I was living my life as if I was planning to stay. 
My plans for the future included how I felt I could best 
serve the Lord and what I wanted to do with my life.” 
But one day God got through to him and showed 
him the condition of his heart. Simply being “willing 
to go” was not a response of obedience to the Great 
Commission. To truly obey Matt 28:19, one needs to 
start by “planning to go, but being willing to stay.” I 
can still hear those words ring in my mind as he said, 
“There is a difference between being ‘willing to go, 
but planning to stay’ and ‘planning to go, but being 
willing to stay.’” True obedience to Christ’s call means 
that we plan to actively go, and the only way we stay 
is if God closes the doors and directs us otherwise. 
Going is not an optional command, and it requires an 
intentional action on our part. 

Throughout a person’s life span, individuals make 
many plans about life that are considered acceptable. 
We do not criticize the engaged couple who makes 
the statement, “In four months we plan to be married.” 

It is not unacceptable for the young teen to say, “Next 
year, I plan to go to high school.” We culturally call 
it wise to financially plan for the future so that we 
have a safe and secure retirement. But somehow to 
hear someone honestly say, “I am planning to go into 
missions. I am just not sure yet where I am going,” 
can sometimes inwardly raise questions from the 
bystanders. Questions like, “Aren’t you being a bit 
presumptuous? How do you know this is what God 
really wants you to do?” Or maybe on a personal 
level we tell the Lord, “I would be willing to go, if I was 
tapped on the shoulder by someone from the mission 
board.” To actually go, we have bought into the 
concept that we need some kind of extra confirmation. 
When Jesus said, “Go ye therefore,” did He not intend 
for it to be obeyed literally? Does “going” not mean a 
movement of action of progressing forward?  

My heart is still impacted yet today by that missions 
conference I attended where we were challenged 
by the fact that obedience to the Great Commission 
really means “planning to go, but being willing to 
stay.” The plea of his sermon resounded with this 
question, “What would happen if the church would 
start planning to go, but be willing to stay?” I recollect 
his suspicions were that if the church should respond 
accordingly, scores of people would move to the inner 
city, mission boards would not be at loss for workers, 
unreached people groups would join the ranks of 
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2019 IGo Gospel Team Tour Itinerary

FAREWELL TO THE 
BARKMAN FAMILY

In January of 2013, Gaylord and Celesta Barkman and 
their six children moved to Chiang Mai to provide pastoral 
leadership for IGo Christian Fellowship and function as 
student pastor for the institute. During the past six years their 
family has faithfully served the IGo community and the Thai 
people. They have poured their hearts into ministry and many 
have come to love the Barkman family for their hospitality, 
friendliness, and Christ-like example. What began as a family 
of eight when they arrived in 2013 has changed to a family 
of four as they prepare to leave. Over the years, four of their 
children have returned to the States. Gaylord and Celesta 
have sensed God leading them to return to their home in 
Ohio and will be completing their time on staff with IGo on 
May 6, 2019. IGo would like to express sincere appreciation to 
the Barkman family for their service in Thailand and wish them 
God’s blessing on their next step in life.       

We invite you to attend an IGo Gospel Team program in 
May. The program will include an IGo presentation and a 
group of students who will share in testimony and song.

May 12 - 9AM Myerstown Menn. Church
Myerstown, PA May 16 - 7:30PM Glad Tidings Menn. Fellowship

Tara, ON

May 12 - 7PM East District Menn. Church
Watsontown, PA May 17 - 7:30PM Otter Lake Menn. Fellowship

Seguin, ON

May 13 - 7PM Bradford Menn. Church
Bradford, PA May 18 - 7:30PM Woodlawn Menn. Fellowship

Drayton, ON

May 14 - 7:30PM Faith Menn. Church
Wellesley, ON May 19 - 9:30AM Hesson Christian Fellowship

Hesson, ON

May 15 - 7:45PM Grace Menn. Fellowship
New Hamburg, ON May 19 - 7:45PM Countryside Menn. Fellowship

Hawkesville, ON

For more information: 
USA Contact: Jared Martin, Tour Director  
jaredmartin421@gmail.com or (717) 507-1640
Canada Contact: Ken Martin (519) 664-3807
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Institute for Global Opportunities
PO Box 116, Ephrata, PA 17522

The purpose of IGo is to provide students with 
a cross-cultural setting in which mission work, 
Biblical teaching and personal discipleship can 
take place simultaneously.
We believe that it is more beneficial to be 
training missionaries overseas rather than in the 
affluent Western setting. IGo provides students 
with opportunities to travel and minister in 
Asia, with regular returns to the classroom for 
teaching and mentoring by instructors. The focus 
is not solely theoretical; instead it addresses 
the everyday issues a student experiences in 
ministry.

OUR MISSION CONTACT INFORMATION
Institute for Global Opportunities 
Duane Weber, Administrator

Phone: 807.737.2238 
E-mail: igoasia@hotmail.com 
Website: www.igoasia.org

Send correspondence and make checks payable to:  
Institute for Global Opportunities  
PO Box 116, Ephrata, PA 17522

Canadian donations should be sent to and  
be made payable to:  
Institute for Global Opportunities Canada 
PO Box 34, Sioux Narrows, ON P0X 1N0
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being reached, and the 10/40 Window would diminish in size. 
Simply being willing to go is not enough!      

Here at IGo we continue to seek individuals who are 
planning to go. Whether they are single, married, or even 
have a family, we attempt for IGo to be a place that can assist 
our students in the planning process of going to all nations. 
As you look at your life, are you simply willing to go or will 
you begin today in joining the ranks of going forth into the 
great harvest? The Lord of the harvest does not just suggest 
it; He actually commands it.       
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