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The purpose of IGo is to 

provide students with a cross-

cultural setting in which 

mission work, Biblical teaching  

and personal discipleship can 

take place simultaneously.

We believe that it is more 

beneficial to be training 

missionaries overseas rather 

than in the affluent Western 

setting. IGo provides students 

with opportunities to travel 

and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not 

solely theoretical; instead it 

addresses the everyday issues 

a student experiences in 

ministry.

Attending the second semester of IGo in 2017 was one of the best life choices 
I have made! So many different experiences were packed into four short months! It 
was impossible to leave without being challenged, but only time will tell if I left IGo 
permanently changed.

Developing close relationships was a big part of the IGo experience. Being 
accountable to and learning from the four men in my mentor group was instrumental 
in my personal growth. I really appreciated when our instructors would take time 
outside of the classroom to talk to us individually and answer questions. They were 
very approachable, listening to us and affirming us throughout the semester. Learning 
from people you know and respect is so valuable!

Ministry Nights were our opportunity to put the classroom learning into practice. 
I was assigned to the Monk Ministry team with Nathan Krupp and Cris Shenk. We 
would go to the Monk Chat room in the Buddhist temples and converse (usually 
one-on-one) with the monks who were present. Many questions were asked about 
Christianity that forced us into apologetic study and to seriously consider our beliefs. 

The culmination for our team involved being invited by the Monk Chat President 
to have an “Interfaith Dialogue.” It was the most mentally strenuous experience I had 
at IGo—being part of a team attempting to communicate an intellectually compelling 
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Life in the Classroom at  
Asian Bible School

IGo Asian Bible School 2018

 One of the yearly highlights at IGo is the cross-
cultural experience of Asian Bible School. In March we 
were blessed with twenty-eight students representing 
six countries. It was such a blessing to be a part of the 
program again this year.

 ABS exists in part to provide spiritual refreshment to 
faithful pastors serving in Asia. It is also to encourage 
them and their respective churches to actively share the 
gospel to the unreached in their area. Is this happening at 
ABS? Here are a few of their comments and expressions 
about ABS.

“My family can hardly wait for me to come home and 
teach them the things I’ve learned here.” RN (Nepal)

“When I observe you interact with your children, I feel 
like such a bad father. I need to go home and be a better 
father.” BB (Nepal)

“If you have never received formal Bible education, how 
can you teach with such conviction and power?” PR 
(India)

“These three weeks have been exactly what I’ve been 
looking for. All the subjects are so timely and encouraging.” 
IR (Thailand)

“It was good to take time off from regular ministerial 
assignments to be refreshed spiritually and reflect on what 
we have been doing in the ministry. Thank you once again 

Asian Bible School 2018
for the opportunity you have given us to be part of ABS 
2018. Some of the lessons that I personally learned are:

• God is interested in my quality spirituality. 

• In the ministry, it is not that I am doing great things 
for Him, BUT it is God who does great things in and 
through me and He does it in and through me for His 
name to be glorified. 

• God is being glorified not only during my worship 
time, but He is also being glorified while I am going 
through troubles and struggles. 

• I must develop to have a spirit of hunger for God’s 
Word.

• It is a blessing to read the Bible now with the 
perspective of Top-line and Bottom-line theology.” 
LB (India)

 A few weeks after leaving ABS, one of the pastors 
reported how he had held a two-day conference for his 
pastor friends back home. In his words, “By the grace 
of God it went well and twenty-seven pastors were 
challenged, motivated, and recommitted themselves to 
be involved in the business of God by sharing His gospel.”

 We praise the Lord for His faithfulness and pray that 
through the coming years He will use ABS to bring much 
glory to Himself.          ~ Lanus Dueck



IGo’s Institute and Ministry Staff at the Annual Staff Retreat in April

 This year we are changing our semester schedule so 
that we are more in line with the normal school year 
in North America. So, instead of the first semester 
being held from April to August 2018, it will now 
be held from August to December 2018. The second 
semester will then be held from January to April 
2019. We think this change will make it possible for 
more students to attend the institute.

 From April to August of this year the staff who 
are in Thailand are involved in other ministries, 
language learning, and preparation for the institute 
classes which will begin in August.

 At least in part because of this schedule change, 
the Institute for Global Opportunities is facing a 
financial deficit. We will not have tuition income 

Notice of Financial Need
until the first semester begins in August. Also, the 
tuition paid by the students does not cover the full 
cost of operating the institute program. We are in 
need of donations to meet our budget.

 I do not know if you were planning to contribute 
to IGo this year or not. However, if you would be 
able to send a donation in the next month or two, it 
would be an answer to our prayers.

 May God bless you as you consider this request 
and seek God’s direction about helping with a 
financial gift in the next few months.

Blessings, 

Merle Burkholder, Board Chairman 

contact information
Send correspondence and make checks payable to: 
Institute for Global Opportunities 
PO Box 116, Ephrata, PA 17522
Canadian donations should be sent to and be made payable to: 
Institute for Global Opportunities Canada 
PO Box 34,  Sioux Narrows, ON P0X 1N0

Institute for Global Opportunities
Duane Weber, Administrator
Phone: 807.737.2238
E-mail: igo@igoasia.org
Website: www.igoasia.org
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picture of Jesus, the Gospel, and Christianity to about twenty-
five well-educated Buddhist monks. Half-hour presentations 
by both groups were followed by two tough hours of Q&A. 
Yet despite the pressure to satisfactorily answer vigorous 
questions, we just wanted our monk friends to realize the 
reality of Jesus Christ and His love. It wasn’t about winning 
or losing a debate.

 Getting to experience Nepal on my final mission trip was 
the highpoint of a lifetime—literally! Our leaders truly gave 
us an authentic Nepali cultural experience. We interacted 
with the Nepali people constantly, eating and sleeping in their 

homes. Character building situations included preaching 
through an interpreter and conquering 800 rugged miles. 
Seeing firsthand what our leaders do was so inspiring and 
worthwhile!

I loved my time at IGo, but it is possible to leave challenged 
and not actually changed. Forgetfulness sets in and you can 
lose the vision. Allowing IGo to gradually fade into a simple 
experience would be failure on my part. Information without 
application is ineffective! Permitting God to use IGo as the 
catalyst to a life-long process is the start of true change. 

       ~ Caleb Gehman


