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The purpose of IGo is to 

provide students with a cross-

cultural setting in which 

mission work, Biblical teaching  

and personal discipleship can 

take place simultaneously.

We believe that it is more 

beneficial to be training 

missionaries overseas rather 

than in the affluent Western 

setting. IGo provides students 

with opportunities to travel 

and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not 

solely theoretical; instead it 

addresses the everyday issues 

a student experiences in 

ministry.

As a young boy I remember going to a pottery studio at the local college where my 
uncle was studying. My uncle thrilled me when he put a lump of clay on the turning 
wheel and showed me how to begin shaping the clay as the wheel turned. I soon took 
the seat and was excited to see and feel the clay begin to take shape under my hands. 
Unfortunately, before very long, I had pushed too hard on the bottom of my “bowl,” 
thus making it too thin and forcing us to start over. However, by the end of the day we 
had a nice little bowl. I was pretty proud of that little bowl for years afterwards. Now, 
when I think about the monetary value of the bowl I know it really was not worth 
much at all. It was just a clay pot.

The last while I have been thinking about the numerous references to clay pots in 
the Bible. In Jeremiah 18 and Isaiah 29:16 we see the analogy of us believers likened 
to clay in the Lord’s hands. Many good analogies have been made and can be taken 
from these passages. I would like to look at a different story where pots were used in 
Scripture.

The story is found in Judges 7. God told Gideon to divide his three hundred men 
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into three groups and instructed that each man 
should take with them an empty jar (pot) with 
a torch inside it and a trumpet. In the middle 
of the night they were to go out and do their 
best to surround the enemy Midianite camp. 
What they were to do next seems absolutely 
crazy from an earthly perspective. They were to 
break the pots and blow their trumpets. Why 
would you want to break the pots? Think with 
me about this, and put yourself in the shoes of 
those soldiers. To break the pot means that you would now 
be exposed to the enemy. They would know right where you 
are! Because of the noise and lights, they would know exactly 
where their target is located. And these actions reveal to the 
Midianites how many people there are in your group. Why not 
just sound the trumpets in the dark? Hiding under the cover 
of darkness makes much more sense, does it not? Blowing the 
trumpets in darkness would give the Midianites the knowledge 
that somebody is out there, but they would have no idea of the 
size of the group or where you are located.

This story challenges me in numerous ways, but one aspect 
that I will highlight is the faith and obedience of those men. 
It took faith in the Lord to believe that He truly was in what 
seemed like an absolutely “ludicrous idea” in our human 
perspective. Their faith was then made real as they acted in 
obedience upon what they had been asked to do. It is one 
thing to say, “I believe the Lord can do such and such,” and it 
is another thing to actually follow through and obey the Lord 
when it does not make any sense to our natural minds. 

This story also reveals to me the importance that the Lord 

places on being willing to identify with Him. As those soldiers 
broke those pots, sounded their trumpets, and cried out, “The 
sword of the Lord and of Gideon,” they were clearly very 
vulnerably identifying themselves to their enemy. The question 
I ask myself and encourage you to ask yourself is, “Who am 
I identifying with?” We have an enemy, Satan, and he already 
knows where you and I are. We have people living all around 
us. Do they know who you are? Do they see you carrying your 
“torch of the Lord”? And sounding your trumpet? Or are you 
doing the best you can to keep that torch hidden in the pot? 
Victory will not be won without a willingness to obey and 
identify with the Lord. The Lord guaranteed victory as they 
broke their pots, raised their torches, sounded their trumpets, 
and cried out with their voices. Is your “pot” fully broken so that 
everyone around you can see your willingness to be identified 
with the Lord Jesus Christ? Or is it just partially broken so that 
only those you are comfortable with will know with Whom 
you identify? My desire is to refresh and invigorate your desire 
to do what you can to identify with our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. We bring glory to Him as we identify with Him.

~ Deaniel Yoder



Each term, students participate in a ten-day ministry 
trip either in Thailand or in a neighboring Asian 
country. The ministry trips can vary in nature but are 
designed to enhance a global vision in the hearts of the 
students as they relate cross-culturally and are exposed 
to unreached people groups and the spiritual needs 
of the world. Mission concepts are not only taught 
in the classroom. Ministry trips provide hands-on 
opportunities to practically apply classroom knowledge.

Two evenings each week, IGo students participate in a 
local ministry. These ministry nights, in addition to 
ministry trips, provide opportunities for students to apply 
the great commission in a practical way. Ministry night 
options include street evangelism, teaching English classes, 
assisting Ransom Ministries in prevention with women 
at risk, helping at a Thai preschool, monk ministry, and 
other local efforts of building relationships and spreading 
the gospel.

The mentoring program involves interaction with a 
mentoring team as well as completion of individual 
assignments designed to take the student into a deeper, 
clearer, more radiant relationship with Jesus Christ. The 
program provides personal solitude time as well as group 
sharing. Mentoring groups meet once a week for prayer 
and accountability for personally-developed goals. Each 
term, a mentoring day is held which includes group 
sharing and recreation.

Second Semester                Dec. 31, 2018 – April 19, 2019
Term 4  (December 31 – January 18)

Life of Christ – Gaylord Barkman
Growth in Christ I – Duane Weber
Cultural Anthropology – Deaniel Yoder
TESOL – Phil Siegrist

Ministry Trip 4 (January 21 – February 1)
Term 5  (February 4 – 22)

Genesis – Guest Teacher
Growth in Christ II – Duane Weber
Team Dynamics – Deaniel Yoder
Church Planting – Guest Teacher

Ministry Trip 5 (February 25 – March 8)
Term 6  (March 11 – 29)

Galatians/Hebrews – Guest Teacher
Principles of Teaching – Duane Weber
Christian Evidences – Deaniel Yoder
History of Missions – Merle Flory

Ministry Trip 6 (April 1 – 12)
Debriefing Week  (April 15 – 19)

Classroom Ministry Trips

Ministry NightsMentoring

Four Components of IGo
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Daily Life at IGo

Deaniel and Katrina Yoder moved to Chiang Mai, Thailand, in February of 2010 
to serve in the director role for Ransom Ministries. They served in this position 
for seven years, during which time four children were added to their family. In 
the spring of 2016, the IGo board of directors was looking for someone to fill 
the role of assistant administrator for the institute. Deaniel was contacted and 
accepted the position. Their family then took a ten-month sabbatical in the 
States, from which they returned in January of 2018 to begin their new role with 
the institute. In June of 2018, their family was blessed with their fifth child. We 
at the institute are grateful for Deaniel and Katrina’s heartfelt commitment to 
the work in Thailand and the wealth of experience they bring with them to their 
new position. We pray that God would bless their labor and that lives would be 
impacted for the kingdom of God.

New Assistant Administrator

Deaniel & Katrina Yoder 
Caden, Jazer, Shadrach, Tirzah, Ezion


