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This past year has brought significant changes to EFL.  
The first was the departure of the Chad Graber family 
a year ago.   His wealth of experience and knowledge 
is missed.  The second was the closing down of the 
language center at North Chiang Mai University in May of 
2017.  This put Amy and I out of a job and has caused a lot 
of reshuffling and refocusing within EFL.  It has moved us 
in the following directions:  

CMCC--It has led to a refocus on our two nights a week 
English Program at Chiang Mai City Church, and almost 
all of us EFL staff are now involved in teaching there.  We 
put our heads together and began a necessary curriculum 
update for this program, and so, for the last 6 months, 
EFL staff have been busy researching curriculums and 
laying out an updated system for CMCC that we plan to 
implement in May of 2018.  We feel confident the new 
curriculum will make much better use of the IGo students 
who help teach at CMCC on their ministry nights.

WISDOM TREE HOME--I began teaching a morning K-3 
class at Wisdom Tree Home after the closing of the NCU 
language center.  This was the first K-3 class for Wisdom 
Tree, so time was spent trying to figure out what Pbae, 
my one and only student, needed to know in order to 
pass the first grade entrance exams into the school of his 
parent’s choice.  EFL is also hoping to help Wisdom Tree 
continue developing benchmark tests for each level of 
preschool and Kindergarten.  This will give the teacher’s 

more direction and confidence in what content is most 
important to teach their particular age level.

UNIVERSITY DEGREES--Many schools in Chiang Mai and 
across Thailand can and do hire full time English teachers 
in an effort to improve their English programs.  These 
paid positions are open only to teachers who hold at least 
a bachelor’s degree, which prompted several of our EFL 
staff to pursue degrees.  Lori Hershberger has joined EFL, 
and is also studying for her degree here in Chiang Mai.  

VOLUNTEER TEACHING IN GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS-
-Josh Slabaugh, who served as an intern in early 2017, 
returned as an EFL staff member in September 2017.  
Josh is currently working as a volunteer, teaching English 
in a government school outside of the city 3 days per 
week.  There are many other schools that need English 
teachers, and we see exciting possibilities for volunteers 
like this in the future.  

FUTURE VISION--Right now we are developing a vision 
of how we can help Thai churches in their evangelistic 
efforts by building bridges and connections in local 
communities, without needing a college degree!  The 
changes of the past year make it feel like God is directing 
us away from having a single-location language center 
for now, and pointing us toward expanding our network 
of volunteer teachers.  This furthers the vision of 
INVEST (“IGo Network of Volunteer Educators Serving 
Thailand”), which is made up of EFL and Wisdom Tree 
Home staff.  Pray with us for more volunteers, and that 
God would give us vision and wisdom to know how God 
would have us build the Kingdom.  Feel free to contact 
us at investigoasia@gmail.com for more information.                
—Phil Siegrist



“Teacher Josh, teacher Josh” were 
the joyful shouts that I heard as 
I walked through the door of the 
2nd grade class room, and was 
met with a big group hug by nearly 
all of the students!  I only have 8 
students in level 2 and they are the 
unruliest class ever, but I love them 
nonetheless.   I teach all 6 grades 
in the school, a total of 55 students 

and I love them all.  Sometimes I stop and wonder how 
much love these children receive at home or if they live 
with their parents. Teaching English to these students has 
become secondary in relation to trying to connect with 
them on a deeper level and simply loving them with the 
love of Jesus Christ! What a blessing, and challenge, to 
be in this school and possibly being the only Bible that 
they will ever read.  Because of the language barrier, and 
since I’ve only been there for 4 months, I haven’t had any 
opportunities to share the gospel yet. I might never get 
that chance but God has me there for this time and I plan 
to make the most of it.  —Josh Slabaugh

MORE THAN TEACHING 
WELCOME TO THE TEAM!

Josh playing memory with his 2nd graders

Lori interpreting a skit at CMCC

BUILDING BRIDGES
On a recent trip to Laos to renew 
my visa, I crossed the Laos-
Thailand Friendship Bridge between 
northeastern Thailand and southern 
Laos. The bridge represents 
the friendship between the two 
countries and has benefited both 
sides by strengthening trust and 
encouraging trade.

Bridges are the opposite of walls, which block and 
construct. They connect people and are channels 
for providing answers to felt needs, while providing 
opportunity. When Jesus came to earth, He was the 
greatest bridge ever. By his death on Calvary, he bridged 
the gap between sinful humanity and a righteous God.

As children of God, we have a daily choice to build 
bridges to extend the kingdom of God to those around 
us. God provides many tools to build that bridge, and for 

me, teaching English is one of them. The English language 
is a skill I possess that national missionaries and believers 
don’t. By teaching English, I use the gift of language to 
empower existing churches to reach locals. When I tutor 
children or friends, I strive to build relationships that 
eventually point them to Christ and to local churches. 
Meanwhile, because I desire to build this bridge to the best 
of my ability, I am also attending an international college 
in Chiang Mai, with hopes to use my degree in the future 
to teach in other parts of Thailand or Southeast Asia. 

When God called Moses, Moses felt like he wasn’t 
qualified. But God asked him what he held in his hand (Ex. 
4:2). He was holding the staff that later was used to bring 
fire and hail from heaven (Ex. 9:23), part the Red Sea (Ex. 
14:16) and turn the Amalekites back (Ex. 17:9). Currently 
we stand at the threshold of an awesome opportunity to 
share the gospel to an increasingly global world. What do 
you have in your hand that can be used to build a bridge 
between the Kingdom of God and unbelievers? 

The English language may very well be a tool God will use 
to part the seas of unbelief and idol worship in Southeast 
Asia.  —Lori Hershberger



CMCC students during prayer

A year ago, everything was going 
great. I was enjoying teaching 
at the university, I had a lot of 
students, and I didn’t see any 
reason to try anything else. Then 
one day, out of the blue, I got a 
phone call saying that it wasn’t 
legal for me as a volunteer to 
teach at a for-profit institution, 
and I needed to stop. 

After many appeals and meetings 
and prayers, I felt that God was leading me to return to 
America and get a bachelor’s degree. This will enable me 
to come back to Thailand, get a work visa and a real job, 
teach legally, and partially support myself. 

To that end, I am currently studying at a local community 
college, and planning to transfer to a larger university 
in either the spring or fall of 2019. I’m planning to get 
a double degree in Human Development and Family 
Sciences, and Education, which includes getting my 
teacher’s license. Thanks to my low income over the last 
few years, I’m eligible for government grants that cover 
all of my expenses, and living at home also helps cut costs 
so that I can focus on my studies and not have to work at 
the same time. 

I miss Thailand a lot, but I feel blessed to be where I am, 
and I’m so thankful for God’s provision and guidance in 
my life.  —Amy Smucker

Proverbs 16:9 NKJV A man’s heart 
plans his way, but the Lord directs 
his steps.

Knowing that the Lord is directing 
my steps even as I make plans in 
my finite mind is such a comfort! 
As the 2016-17 school year came 
to a close at the elementary 
school in Sanpatong where I 
was teaching last year, my plans 
were to continue in the first-

grade classroom for the 2017-18 school year. However, 
as we were working through the legal implications of 
my teaching arrangement with the school, it became 
apparent that this position was no longer a good fit with 
the Thai government clamping down on volunteers. As I 
considered my options, it seemed best to work full time 
on the Elementary Education Degree (which is recognized 
by the Teacher’s Council of Thailand, allowing long-term 
access into the education system as an English teacher) 
that I had been working on part time for nearly a year 
to speed up the process toward graduation. With that 
decision, I returned to the states in August 2017 to study 
full time. Leaving Thailand was not what I had in mind for 
my immediate future a year ago, but I am grateful that 
God’s rest and peace have been real as I trust the Lord’s 
direction in my life.  —Kimberly Eshleman

BLESSINGS AS YOU STUDY!
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EACH STEP I TAKE
“Each step I take, my Savior goes before 
me…to higher ground He ever leads me on.”

This song has taken on new meaning for me 
over the last few months as I’m wrapping 
up my last year at Payap. Graduation had 
always been something way down the 
road somewhere, so it’s hard to believe 
it’s finally here. With the joys of wrapping 
up my studies came many uncertainties, 
such as trying to find a teaching internship 
for the last semester, looking for a job, 
and considering the next step. I like to 
have my steps planned out in advance, 
but through this process God has been 
teaching me to trust Him for one step 
at a time. He provided an ideal place for 

the internship, almost literally at the last 
minute, and as soon as that was done 
opened up a door for a teaching job. When 
I start worrying about what the future 
holds, and the responsibilities of the new 
job seem overwhelming, I can look back 
on God’s faithfulness in the past, choose 
to trust His provision for the future, and in 
the meantime, call upon His grace to be 
faithful in the current step. Right now, that 
involves teaching high school students at 
a government school in San Kamphaeng 
and possibly pursuing further education. 
“Where He leads I’ll follow,” one step at a 
time!  —Leon Hulse

Meeting new students during 
Payap internship
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