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The purpose of IGo is to provide 

students with a cross-cultural 

setting in which mission work, 

Biblical teaching  and personal 

discipleship can take place 

simultaneously.

We believe that it is more beneficial 

to be training missionaries 

overseas rather than in the affluent 

Western setting. IGo provides 

students with opportunities to 

travel and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not solely 

theoretical; instead it addresses 

the everyday issues a student 

experiences in ministry.

I cried in class today. The burden on my heart became so great as I was teaching the 
twenty-four IGo students in my Local Church Evangelism class, that I couldn’t help 
but cry. I cried for them, my students, who were sitting under the weight of realizing 
that there is no such thing as Radical Christianity. There are Christians and non-
Christians. Nothing more, nothing less. To be a Christian means a radical change has 
happened, and you will be radically different from the world. Unfortunately, we have 
made Christianity fit our lifestyle, as one student so accurately stated in his homework. 
This allows us to be Christians who live good moral lives, but never fully lay down our 
lives for the sake of the Gospel. 
Our classroom discussion started with the question from their homework, “Is it 

possible to be a Christian and not be a true disciple of Jesus?” While we agreed that there 
are differences of maturity in each of our lives and at different times in our individual 
journeys, there is never a time where we can say, “I just want to be a Christian without 
following or obeying Christ.” 
If there was such a thing as a Radical Christian, how would you define one? It could 

be along the lines of: a follower of Christ who seeks to do all that He says, a person 
who abandons his own life for the sake of Christ, or one who is willing to die for the 
cause of Christ.
Then how would you define a Normal Christian (someone who isn’t radical)? Would 

you say it is one who loves God and has trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, 
but is not willing to fully commit his/her life to God? Is it someone who has trusted 
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IGo Gospel Team Tour 2018
We invite you to attend an IGo Gospel Team program in 

January. The program will include an IGo presentation and 
a group of students who will share in testimony & song.  

Contact Person:  Jared Martin  (717) 507-1640

IGo Second Semester 2017

 I was in Rick’s presence a few times when he was asked what 

his role was at IGo. His response was a bit unnerving for me as he 

reflected on what a board member had told him in the formation 

of IGo over a decade ago. He was told, “Make your administrator 

successful.” Ultimately, any success comes from the Lord, but that 

is exactly what the Lord did through Rick in the commencement 

and journey of IGo’s ministry. Rick and Renita caught the vision for 

IGo enthusiastically right from the beginning, and then moved their 

family to a country and continent where they had never been in order 

to follow that calling. I had the privilege of working with Rick for the 

entire tenure of my administrative responsibility until a year ago when 

he took the administrator’s role. 

 IGo will miss the Rhodes’ contributions of vision, insight, 

enthusiasm, and clarity that they brought to the training of the young 

people and couples for cross-cultural missions. Rick not only upheld 

a strong emphasis for evangelization and missions, but also taught the 

need for a healthy loyalty to the students’ homes and churches. While 

we will miss the Rhodes family in Thailand, we are confident that the 

Lord will continue to use them in building the Church of Jesus Christ 

in the next chapter of their lives in America.                       ~ Val Yoder

Rick’s family will be terminating with IGo at the end of 2017 after 

having served as IGo’s Assistant Administrator for ten years, and then 

as Administrator for the past year. In 2018, Duane Weber will begin 

serving as the Administrator and Deaniel Yoder will be the Assistant 

Administrator.  

In Appreciation

in Jesus for salvation but not made Him the Lord of their life? 
But where would we get biblical support for such a definition? 
Jesus said that whoever is not willing to forsake his own life 
for the sake of the Gospel cannot be His disciple. Jesus also 
said you cannot serve two masters. You either have Jesus as 
your Lord, or self. There is no partnership or team leadership 
happening in any one of our lives.
I believe what we have labeled as Radical Christians are really 

just Christians—Followers of Jesus. And what we have labeled 
as Normal Christians are really just modern-day Rich Young 
Rulers, who are not willing to give all or forsake all for the sake 
of the Gospel. 
Unfortunately, we have taken Burger King’s slogan and 

slapped it on Christianity—“Have it Your Way.” I’m glad 
for a fast-food franchise that allows me to have a burger my 

way (loaded with onions and mushrooms and light on the 
tomatoes). But when it comes to Christianity, having it my 
way means I’m not a follower of Jesus.
Jesus didn’t give options that allowed for different levels of 

commitment, or for us to have Him be our Savior but not 
our Lord. He simply said, “Follow Me, and I will make you 
fishers of men.” He said that unless you lay down your life 
for My sake, you cannot be My disciple. He said the first 
commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, 
and strength. 
Don’t compare your level of commitment to Christ with the 

norm today. Give Him all, lay your life down for the sake of 
the Gospel! After all, that’s what it means to be a Christian, a 
Follower of Jesus. True Christianity is radical. Anything less is 
not Christianity.           ~Rick Rhodes

Continued on Page 5

Jan. 12 ~ 8:20AM Schaefferstown Menn. High School
301 N. Carpenter Street, Schaefferstown, PA 17088

Jan. 13 ~ 7:00PM SOLD OUT Youth Conference
1211 N. Penryn Road, Manheim, PA 17545

Jan. 14 ~ 9:20AM Fairview Mennonite Church
1701 Fairview Street, Reading, PA 19606

Jan. 14 ~ 7:00PM Pequea Amish Mennonite Church
115 Blank Road, Narvon, PA 17555

Jan. 15 ~ 7:00PM German Baptist Church
Dayton, OH

Jan. 16 ~ 7:00PM Sandy Ridge Mennonite Church
3085 7th Road, Bremen, IN 46506

Jan. 17 ~ 8:15AM United Christian School
29522 County Road 52, Nappanee, IN 46550 

Jan. 17 ~ 7:30PM Sharon Bethel Amish Menn. Church
2260 520th Street SW, Kalona, IA 52247

Jan. 18 ~ 7:00PM Trinity Christian Fellowship
1774 1800N, Arthur, IL 61911

Jan. 19 ~ 7:00PM Bethany Fellowship
500 E. 500 N., Kokomo, IN 46901

Jan. 21 ~ 9:30AM Faith and Light Fellowship
12810 Barger Road, Leesburg, OH 45135

Jan. 21 ~ 6:00PM Sharon Mennonite Church
1717 County Road 140, Sugarcreek, OH 44681

Jan. 22 ~ 4:00PM Sharon Mennonite Bible Institute
7304 Lincoln Highway, Harrisonville, PA 17228



IGo Faculty & Staff
The faculty and staff of IGo give direction to the 
teaching and ministries of the IGo students. We are 
blessed with men and women who serve in these 
capacities with diligence and a passion to advance 
the Kingdom of Christ. The Administrative Council is 
made up of Rick Rhodes, Duane Weber, and Gaylord 
Barkman, who oversee all of the IGo programs.   

English For Life (EFL)
The English for Life ministry 
seeks to share Jesus with 
Thai students by building 
relationships and teaching 
English. The team members are 
ministering at a local university 

campus, an elementary school, a church English program, 
and in various other locations. It is their goal to match 
teachers with the position that best fits their gifts and 
calling as they seek to fulfill the Great Commission.

Ransom Ministries
Jason and Gloria Croutch 
oversee this ministry, which 
exists to bring pleasure to 
God by offering the hope of 
the Gospel to ladies at risk 
of entering or in the red-

light districts of Chiang Mai. The team has moved 
to a new area of the city and has been transitioning 
to include more prevention ministry through building 
relationships with young girls, developing economic 
opportunities for women, and providing biblical teaching.  
For more information about Ransom, please visit:  
www.ransom-ministries.com.

ADAM (Affirming, Developing Authentic Manhood)
Lanus & Aganetha Dueck have responded to the Lord’s 
call to reach Thai men for Jesus Christ and His Kingdom. 
Currently they are involved in English teaching, prison 
ministry, and building friendships in their community with 
hopes to more actively disciple men as leaders in their 
homes and churches in the years ahead.

Macedonian Teaching 
Ministry (MTM)
MTM is actively working to 
equip native church leaders 
throughout Asia and beyond 
to reach their own cultures and 

unreached people for Jesus Christ. Raymond & Naomi 
Burkholder and Merle & Judy Flory together conduct eight 
to ten MTM leadership training conferences each year 
and five three-week Bible schools in different regions of 
the world, thereby reaching the unreached by equipping 
and mobilizing native Christians and pastors.  For more 
information about MTM, visit: www.rayburkholder.com. 

EQUIP (Educate. Qualify. Unite. Inspire. Prepare.)
EQUIP is a partnership ministry between the state-side 
EQUIP Committee and IGo. Stephen Burkholder and 
Clinton Weaver oversee sixteen orphan homes in Asia. 
They visit the children’s homes and provide accountability 
and encouragement. EQUIP is currently partnering with 
sixteen pastors for the care of 154 children.

Victory Christian School (VCS)
This small school, originally started for the children of IGo 
staff families, has grown to minister to other missionary 
families as well. Loren Yoder provides leadership to VCS, 
which serves nine families representing five different 
countries: Korea, India, Pakistan, Mexico, and USA. 

Wisdom Tree Home (WTH) 
IGo helps provide caregivers for 
the Wisdom Tree Home, which 
is a Christ-centered, bilingual 
preschool and kindergarten 
located in Chiang Mai. Their 
mission is to consistently train, 

teach, and nurture children in a home-like setting and to 
work together with the parents or guardians. In the future, 
their vision is to develop into a primary Christian school.

Rick & Renita Rhodes  
RaVonne, Riley, RaMont, Reid,  
Rodney, Reggie, Rylan & Rondel
Administrator, Instructor 

Duane & Suzette Weber  
Meagan & Bryson
Assistant Administrator, Instructor

Gaylord & Celesta Barkman  
Trevor, Michael & Chloe
IGo Christian Fellowship Pastor, Instructor

Lanus & Aganetha Dueck
Josiah, JeKeera, Janika, Jamaar & Jada 
ADAM Director

Pastor Kiat & Amphan  
Luksanasakulchai
Thai Advisor, Thai Instructor / Cook

Val & Barb Yoder
Second Semester Instructor

Rod & Janelle Musser
Administrative Assistant / Secretary

Raymond & Naomi  
Burkholder
MTM Director, Instructor

Merle & Judy Flory
MTM Assistant Director,
Instructor

Jared Martin
Dean of Men

Charity Landis
Dean of Women

Glenda Mast
Weekend Cook

Hannah Schrock
Weekend Cook,  
VCS Teacher

Paptawan  
Chiang Mai
Domestic Worker

Clifton & Rhonda Troyer
Caleb, Rebekah, Luke, Daniel & Timothy 
IGo Ministries Director

IGo Faculty & Staff

IGo Ministry Staff

Sally Stoltzfus
Victory Christian 
School Teacher

Joelle Graber
Victory Christian 
School Teacher

Kendra Wagler
Victory Christian 
School Teacher

Stephen Burkholder
EQUIP Director 

Clinton Weaver
EQUIP Personal Worker

Rosa King
Ransom Ministries Personal Worker

Carolyn Roth
Ransom Ministries Personal Worker

Brittany Miller
Wisdom Tree Home 
Personal Worker

Judi Hess
Wisdom Tree Home 
Personal Worker

Melissa Weber
Wisdom Tree Home 
Personal Worker

Kim Good
Wisdom Tree Home 
Personal Worker

Diana Skiles
Wisdom Tree Home 
Personal Worker

IGo MinistriesIGo Faculty & Staff IGo Ministry Staff

IGo Ministry Staff
Phil & Jolene Siegrist  
Trevor, Sheri, Clark & Christopher
English For Life Teacher

Jason & Gloria Croutch 
Cody, Jessenia, Jace & Ravi
Ransom Ministries Director

Leon Hulse
English For Life Teacher

Joshua Slabaugh
English For Life Teacher,
MTM Assistant

Loren Yoder
Victory Christian 
School Teacher

contact information
Send correspondence and make checks payable to: 

Institute for Global Opportunities 
PO Box 116, Ephrata, PA 17522
Canadian donations should be sent to and be made payable to: 

Institute for Global Opportunities Canada 
PO Box 34,  Sioux Narrows, ON P0X 1N0

Institute for Global Opportunities
Rick Rhodes, Administrator
Phone: 807.737.2238
E-mail: igoasia@hotmail.com
Website: www.igoasia.org


