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The purpose of IGo is to 

provide students with a cross-

cultural setting in which 

mission work, Biblical teaching  

and personal discipleship can 

take place simultaneously.

We believe that it is more 

beneficial to be training 

missionaries overseas rather 

than in the affluent Western 

setting. IGo provides students 

with opportunities to travel 

and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not 

solely theoretical; instead it 

addresses the everyday issues 

a student experiences in 

ministry.

Looking at an article titled “Why I Go” and reading it in an IGo publication, 
one might naturally assume that this is one of those persuasive articles attempting 
to coerce all who will heed, to sign up for a term at the Institute for Global 
Opportunities. But, possibly to your surprise, the exact opposite is actually the 
intent. Instead of making the statement, “Why I go,” to pique your attention, 
it may have been better to simply start off by asking the question, “Why do you 
go?”  Or is the question, “Why don’t you go?” a more fitting one? 

Having been privileged to be a part of the Institute for Global Opportunities 
for the past ten months, I think it would be possible for me to make a list of 
convincing reasons as to why one might consider serving in Asia. We could 
also look at the pressing need of those who reside within the 10/40 Window 
and who have yet to hear the gospel message as a significant basis as to why one 
would venture to this part of the world. But, of all the reasons I could list for 
you, and of all the compelling statistics we could discover regarding unreached 
people groups within the 10/40 Window, the basic reason as to why I go still 

IGo Asian Bible School 2017
Students came from Nigeria, Pakistan, Myanmar, Nepal,  

Thailand, Egypt, and South Korea.
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boils down to one simple statement. I go because of 
Him.    

Jesus said in Matthew 28:19 those familiarly quoted 
words, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations.” We have 
probably not only memorized Matthew 28:19-20, but 
have also come to know this section of verses as being 
titled the Great Commission. One of the things that 
is important for us to remember about this section of 
verses is that the commission dare never be separated 
from the commissioner. The word “therefore” in verse 
19 plays a very key role in this mandate. For preceding 
the giving of the mandate to “go into all the world,” Jesus 
preludes the commission with a qualifying statement. It 
is a statement which no other human being ever has 
had or ever will have the authority to rightfully state. 
He said, “All power and authority has been given unto 
me.” It is therefore upon this very premise, spoken by 
the One who holds all authority, that the simple verb 
“go” takes on a whole new dimension. The primary 
focal point not only rests upon the words that have been 
proclaimed, but more importantly upon the One who 
has spoken. Thus, the speaker becomes the motivating 
reason as to why one complies with the message. I go 
because of Him. 

Food and Fellowship Enjoyed by Everyone  
at Asian Bible School  

Diligent Asian Bible School Student

It is only after we have reconciled in our hearts the 
primary motive as to why one is to go that we are then 
able to begin talking about that which is secondary in 
nature, the Institute for Global Opportunities. IGo is a 
place where training occurs and one can broaden their 
horizons to the needs of the world around them. It is a 
place where many have felt the reality of the words of 
Jesus, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are 
few.” But, IGo is not a place to go, just to go. Neither 
is any other place in the world a place to go, just to go. 
On the contrary, no matter where we find ourselves, we 
go because of the One who commanded us to go. We go 
because of Him. 

It is Jesus Christ who set the example and said, “I’ll 
go.” The One who left the glory of Heaven and said, 
“I’ll go to a people who are in need of a redeemer.” The 
One who said, “I’ll give my life for the spiritually poor, 
the lame, the sick, and the blind.” The One who said, 
“Father, not my will, but I’ll go to the cross for the sins 
of all mankind.” Jesus, the One who went, is worthy of 
all authority and therefore has the right to command His 
followers to go into all the world and preach the gospel.

Why do I go? Why do you go? There is no other 
acceptable answer to the question. We go because of 
Him.         ~Duane Weber



Worshipping the Lord in Song During  
Asian Bible School

Playing a Game at Asian Bible School

 IGo completely transformed my whole way of thinking: 
about God, my life in North America, and my purpose on 
this earth. Nothing about this place is comfortable. The place, 
people, and culture are all new and scary. God broke me the 
first week I was here and shed light on the dark, hidden places 
of my past that I had spent years trying to keep covered. And 
when He stripped me of everything I held dear, He began 
to mold me and shape me into His likeness. It was the most 
painful process I’ve ever had to go through, but He was ever 
faithful through all of it. Because of this experience, I can 
never go back to the life I had lived before I came here. I am 
forever changed and am so grateful to God for leading me 
here. ~AS

 The biggest way that I was impacted at IGo was probably 
in the area of where my focus is. So often I go through a 
normal day and forget what is really important in life. Our 
focus should be on God and His will, and that alone should 
consume all our thoughts and our actions as we go about the 
day. We should be looking to invest in eternal things instead of 
earthly possessions. So many times I forget this during the day. 
We need to always have an eternal perspective, and that should 
affect every situation and every decision we make. ~WS
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 I was impacted during my first semester at IGo in ways 
that I did not expect. When I first began to consider attending 
IGo, I thought about how I would gain a better understanding 
of various cultures and see how poor people lived. It is true 
that I experienced these things, but I was impacted the most 
by gaining a burden for foreign missions. There was something 
about seeing the needs in person and being invited to return 
that stuck with me. How can I live a comfortable life in North 
America when there are open doors to communities of poor 
people who have never heard the Good News? ~AD

 IGo has offered me many opportunities to learn and 
grow. But one specific aspect that I really value has been the 
interaction with the teachers. They have been so good with 
responding to homework, encouraging questions in class, and 
being willing to go out for a cup of coffee. These interactions 
have helped me process the things we have discussed in class, 
understand myself better, and give vision for the future. This 
has been encouraging, helpful and affirming. ~JS
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IGo’s Institute and Ministry Staff at the  
Annual Staff Retreat in April 

First Semester 2017 IGo Students
L to R: Logan Weaver, Samantha Zimmerman, Sunil Gharu,  

Lori Zimmerman, Jonathan Klassen, Teresa Boll, Josiah Slabaugh, 
Joy Weiler, Javin Martin, Nancy Neufeld

 One way that I was impacted while at IGo was through 
the mentoring groups. I was very blessed to be able to process 
life with other guys as we shared what God is doing in each 
of our lives. I have been able to reflect on my own past and 
have gained vision for the future in a way that was not possible 
except by being removed from my “normal” life at home. 
Being able to trust each other, openly share our struggles with 
each other, encourage each other, pray for each other, bless 
each other, and call out the Godly character in each other, has 
all made for an atmosphere of true brotherhood that impacts. 
~WH

 Something that has impacted me this term is the challenge 
of being available for God to use us whenever He calls us. 
It’s so easy to see all the needs around us and pray that God 
would send people but the true question is…why are we not 
going? We have what the lost are searching for but we would 
rather the lost come to us instead of going out to them. I have 
been challenged to give my life to Christ to use as He wishes. 
~KM

2016 IGo Student Testimonies continued


