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The purpose of IGo is to provide 

students with a cross-cultural 

setting in which mission work, 

Biblical teaching  and personal 

discipleship can take place 

simultaneously.

We believe that it is more beneficial 

to be training missionaries 

overseas rather than in the affluent 

Western setting. IGo provides 

students with opportunities to 

travel and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not solely 

theoretical; instead it addresses 

the everyday issues a student 

experiences in ministry.

In the Gospel of John, there are seven “I AM’s” that Jesus declares about Himself:
 -6:35 – I AM the Bread of Life
 -8:12 – I AM the Light of the World
 -10:9 – I AM the Door
 -10:11 – I AM the Good Shepherd
 -11:25 – I AM the Resurrection and the Life
 -14:6 – I AM the Way, the Truth, and the Life
 -15:1 – I AM the Vine
These “I AM’s” give us a clearer picture of who Jesus is. Six of these “I AM’s” are 

exclusively for Jesus, as no one else could ever claim to be the Bread of Life, the Vine, 
or the Door, etc. However, there is one I AM that makes a transfer from Jesus to us as 
Christians.

In John 9:5 Jesus said, “As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 
Jesus’ time on this earth ended, and the role of being the light of the world has 
transferred to us as followers of Jesus.

Jesus said in Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a 
hill cannot be hid.” Jesus was speaking to His followers. He has given the responsibility 
of being the light in this dark world to us as believers. Jesus isn’t coming back to spread 
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the light – that’s our job now. God is not sending his angels 
to be the light on this earth – they have other work to do.

With Jesus in us, we are now the light of the world.
I have two questions for you to consider. The first: What 

do you do with light? 
We use light to dispel the darkness, to show us the way 

to drive on a dark highway, to see in a room at night, or 
when looking for a matchbox car under the bed. We take 
the light to dark places. Last night when I prayed with my 
boys, I turned on the night-light for them. Without it, their 
bedroom is pretty dark at night. This morning I turned it off, 
as it was no longer needed. A light in a bright room does no 
good, so we turn it off. Yes, we take light to darkness – that is 
the purpose of light.

My second question for you is this: What are you doing 
with YOUR light?

We, as followers of Jesus, are the lights in this dark world. 
If the world is going to see the light of Jesus, it is going to 
be because those who have the light have taken it to the 
darkness. Our world is a dark place, and the light of Jesus is 
needed now as much as ever! What are you doing with your 
light?

When we plant a new church, should we not consider a 
dark place, where there is no light and a great need to bring 
light to that area? When we look for a job, should we not 
consider a place of making our living where there is a need 
for light and we can bring that light while earning our living? 
When we are looking for an area to live, should we not 
consider a place that has need of a light that our family could 
bring to the neighborhood?

Our goal at IGo is to train young people to take the Light 
of Jesus to the world – to places where there is great darkness 
and much need of light. While we like the fellowship and 
comforts of home, we are called to take the light of Jesus to 
the world – a dark world. We need fellowship and connection 
with other believers. However, if we never take our light 
out into the darkness, our lights will grow dim and seem 
unneeded, even eventually burn out. We cannot do church 
biblically without taking the Light of Jesus to the dark world 
around us. May this question burn in our hearts and play 
a major role in where we spend our time: Where does God 
want ME to take my LIGHT?

Rick Rhodes, IGo Administrator IGo Student with Friend in China

 The IGo Board has established a Scholarship Fund 

to assist students with the costs of attending IGo.  

This fund is designed to primarily assist two groups 

of students.  First, students spend approximately 

$6000.00 to fly to Thailand and attend a four-

month semester.  If they would like to remain for 

the second semester, there is the additional expense 

of about $4000.00 to complete their training.  

Since most young people don’t have that much 

money available to them, the scholarship fund is 

available to help them with the costs of the second 

semester.  Secondly, a prospective student who 

has been involved in VS for a year or more within 

the previous eighteen months also qualifies for 

financial assistance.  These students can only be 

helped if there is money in the scholarship fund to 

assist them.  If you would like to contribute to the 

scholarship fund, please send your donation to IGo 

earmarked for the IGo Scholarship Fund.

IGo Student  
Scholarship
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 “Hi, it’s great to hear from you. Of course I’m remembering 
you. When I received your e-mail, I’d planned to reply to 
you later, but the Holy Spirit is urging me to write down my 
experience in Jesus right now. I prayed that you can understand 
what I express because my English isn’t good enough. 
 I didn’t hear the Good News until I met some IGo students 
in December 2013. I met them when I was a freshman. Before 
meeting them, I was looking for chances to hunt foreigners to 
practice English. ;-) One day I went to Walmart to window-
shop. Suddenly, I strongly felt a light voice speaking to me 
that I would meet some foreigners. I just thought that’s my 
intuition. Three or five minutes later, five foreigners came into 
Walmart. I was excited. I came to them and talked to them. 
One of them gave me a booklet which is about the Gospel, but 
I read it till I’m a Christian. Came out of Walmart, I showed 
them around and we went to the park also. They asked me did 
I have belief. I said no. They told me that they were Christians 
and they read the Bible. I knew little about the Bible and I 
said, “I want to read the Bible because our teachers suggest 
us to learn some cultures from the Bible, but I don’t have the 
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Bible and I don’t know how to buy a right one.” Later we 
talked about the Bible when we had dinner. At first they told 
me the story of Adam and Eve. I felt so lucky that it’s the 
only one story I’ve known from the Bible. They talked about 
the Ten Commandments, which I thought were good, and I 
could accept most of them. Besides, they explained the sin, the 
relationship between God and Jesus, the meaning of the cross, 
which is the hardest part for me to understand. After their 
explanation, I said I want to have such a faith like them. Then 
they invited me to go to their hotel and gave me a Chinese 
Bible and one of the men gave me his Bible. They prayed for 
me and I asked them to teach me how to pray. Through the 
book of Matthew in the Bible they showed me the way to pray. 
Leaving from the hotel, I was ecstatic on the way to my school. 
No one has treated me like that. My experience on that day 
was too precious to forget. We hung out the next day before 
they left to go back to Thailand.
 Before Christmas I met other Americans who were 

This letter was written to a 2016 IGo student from a lady she met while on a ministry trip. The lady is now a 
senior in college, is actively involved in witnessing on her campus, and has chosen to do her senior thesis on a 

distinctly Christian topic. 
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Christians, too. One lady treated me just like the IGo students 
did and she told me that why she did that was because God 
loves me. She stayed in my country for two weeks. Before she 
left for America, one of her friends living nearby helped me 
pray to invite Jesus coming into my heart and being my Lord. 
And also my foreigner teacher and his wife kept telling me the 
Gospel.
 During the summer break in July 2014, I lived in a church 
with a girl. The church is also my church right now. I trusted 
the girl only because she was a Christian and we are good 
friends now. One night, it’s 0:00. I didn’t know why I couldn’t 

fall asleep, but a feeling made me have a strong curiosity to 
ask her many questions about God. After our conversation I 
chose to know God again. I read many Christian books and 
science books. I went to the church on every Sunday. I got the 
point that the God Christians spoke about is the same God 
as I have known. I began to pray and read the Bible. At that 
time the Bible became more understandable to me and God 
fulfilled my prayers. I began to know more Christians at my 
school. There were only three believers at the beginning so 
we were praying for the students and teachers and now there 
are thirty believers. On May 14th, 2015, I was baptized. I’ve 
decided to be Jesus’ disciple. May my story encourage you. 
God loves you.”

Impacting Lives Through  
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