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The purpose of IGo is to provide 

students with a cross-cultural 

setting in which mission work, 

Biblical teaching  and personal 

discipleship can take place 

simultaneously.

We believe that it is more beneficial 

to be training missionaries 

overseas rather than in the affluent 

Western setting. IGo provides 

students with opportunities to 

travel and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not solely 

theoretical; instead it addresses 

the everyday issues a student 

experiences in ministry.

 I am excited about the ministry of the Institute for Global Opportunities. This 

mission training centre in Asia has been going now for nine years. The vision began 

with providing missionary training in an overseas setting. We believe that combining 

theological and mission skills training, with practical on-the-field experience, is a 

combination that will result in missionaries that are better prepared for the challenges 

of mission work. 

 It is my opinion that every North American Christian ought to spend a portion 

of their life outside of North America. We live in an artificial world here in North 

America. We have our large houses with all the conveniences. Electricity powers our 

tools and equipment, making it simple for us to complete rather complex tasks. We 

have good vehicles and super highways which allow us to travel long distances very 

quickly and easily. We have an abundance of food and clothing. Most of us have food 

deep down in our freezers that we have forgotten about. Most of us have clothing in 

our closets that we haven’t worn for a year, and probably won’t wear in the next year.

 It is hard for us to relate to the family with four children who live in a 100 - 200 
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Institute for Global Opportunities Canada 
P.O. Box 34,  Sioux Narrows, ON P0X 1N0

Institute for Global Opportunities
Val Yoder, Administrator
Phone: 807.737.2238
E-mail: igoasia@hotmail.com
Website: www.igoasia.org

Please visit our website www.igoasia.org for information about the IGo Ministries, (including ADAM, EFL, Thai Church 
Planting, EQUIP Nepal, VCS).  Visit www.rayburkholder.com for more information about Macedonian Teaching Ministry 
(MTM), and www.ransom-ministries.com for more information about Ransom Ministries.

square foot house with a dirt floor and a thatch roof; the 

family who has no electricity, running water, indoor 

bathroom or kitchen. We find it hard to imagine living with 

only a one or two day supply of food and two changes of 

clothing for each person in the family.

 Yet our North American lifestyle is the abnormal one in 

the world. It is reported that over 2 billion of the world’s  

7 billion people live on $2.00 U.S. a day. There are 800 

million people in the world who are considered to be hungry. 

 I believe that rather than doing missionary training in 

the artificial North American setting, and then sending 

missionaries to the more normal overseas setting, we should 

be training missionaries in the overseas setting.

 The Institute for Global Opportunities will provide 

students with the opportunity to travel and minister in 

Asia, and then return to the classroom setting for further 

instruction and mentoring by the instructors. The issues 

being dealt with will not be the theoretical issues of some 

faraway land and time, but the real everyday issues that 

were faced by the students in their ministry between the 

classroom terms.

 My heart for the ministry of Institute for Global 

Opportunities is based on my beliefs that missionaries 

generally need more training, that it would be good for 

them to get that training in an overseas setting and that 

every North American Christian ought to spend a portion 

of their life outside of North America.

 Pray with us that God would continue to use the Institute 

for Global Opportunities to impact the lives of North 

American Anabaptist believers, and to make a difference in 

the world for his kingdom. We appreciate your interest in 

this ministry, and your prayers and support.

- Merle Burkholder, IGo Board Member

Student Ministry Trip in Iraq Interacting with Children in Cambodia



 The IGo Board has established a Scholarship Fund to assist 
students with the costs of attending IGo.  This fund is designed 
to primarily assist two groups of students.  First, students spend 
approximately $6000.00 to fly to Thailand and attend a four-
month semester.  If they would like to remain for the second 
semester, there is the additional expense of about $4000.00 to 
complete their training.  Since most young people don’t have 
that much money available to them, the scholarship fund is 

available to help them with the costs of the second semester.  
Secondly, a prospective student who has been involved in VS 
for a year or more within the previous eighteen months also 
qualifies for financial assistance.  These students can only be 
helped if there is money in the scholarship fund to assist them.  
If you would like to contribute to the scholarship fund, please 
send your donation to IGo earmarked for the IGo Scholarship 
Fund.

IGo Student Scholarship

Student Testimonies

Student Ministry to Vietnam Ministry Trip to Cambodia

“War is a terrible thing. So many innocent lives suffer. Never 
again will Iraq be just another News Story. I have faces to 
connect with the events taking place. I guess I shall become a 
news junkie hereafter. I want to know what’s going on. I want 
to know how I can pray and make a difference for the people I 
have learned to love.” - CW

“Perfect love casts out fear. God taught me that any kind of 
fear–fear of witnessing, fear of unknown cultural differences, 
fear of difficult, intense schedules during ministry trips, etc., 
are gone when we ask Him to fill us with His perfect love for 
those around us. When I pray, He fills me with His love and 
burden for people, and then all I have left is that love that 
drives me to witness, to do hard things, to embrace differences, 
or even befriend an enemy! God has been faithful in filling me 
with His love when I empty my life of Self. Praise the Lord!” 
- SM

“I have thoroughly enjoyed my time at IGo. It has been 
fabulous. I will highly recommend it to others. I have learned 
so much and am excited to put much of it to practice. Every 
teacher was a blessing; I learned from each one! I really 
appreciate all the effort that is put into running IGo! IGo is an 
incredible tool God is using to expand His kingdom through 
His people. Keep doing what you are doing. The rewards will 
be rich!” - EK

“Thank you so much for everything you have done in being part 
of IGo staff and helping to make my experience unforgettable! 
Teaching, instructing, being a Godly example, and so much 
more! This has been such a wonderful, stretching, growing 
four months, and I’m so thankful God provided a way for me 
to come and learn. My life has been changed!” - CG
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Planting Rice in Cambodia Sharing God’s Word in Nepal

Student Testimonies
“As I think back over the 8 days the IGO team was at our base I can truly 
say it was a blessing to have them here. One thing that really stood out at me 
is their teamwork. As I spoke with one of the girls about what they wanted 
to do she said she would have to talk to her team leader first. I was amazed; 
teamwork like that is very rarely found. I also appreciated their willingness to 
tie in and help us as much as possible but also were not afraid to go out and 
teach English in some of the houses on their own. It was a true blessing how 
the two boys were able to get the locals in the village involved and empower 
them to work and help their own people. I just encourage you to keep up what 
you teach them physically and spiritually. I and the team were encouraged by 
their willingness, passion, and devotion to serve God.” - Ministry Trip Contact

 “I enjoyed IGo and I will encourage others 
to attend as well. I am grateful for the many 
things I have learned. I confess one of the 
biggest challenges will be going home and 
applying all that I have learned. I thank God 
for this opportunity and I pray He will guide 
and direct me from here.” - JN

“I really enjoyed IGo and I think that it is 
a great example of what God can do with a 
vision.” - SZ


