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The purpose of IGo is to provide 

students with a cross-cultural 

setting in which mission work, 

Biblical teaching  and personal 

discipleship can take place 

simultaneously.

We believe that it is more beneficial 

to be training missionaries 

overseas rather than in the affluent 

Western setting. IGo provides 

students with opportunities to 

travel and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not solely 

theoretical; instead it addresses 

the everyday issues a student 

experiences in ministry.

IGo, 1st semester, Term 2, 2016
My family and I moved to Los Angeles about the same time that Brother Val 

and his family were moving here to Thailand to begin the ministry of the Institute 
for Global Opportunities.  Numerous times over the years I have been invited to 
come and teach, but it has always seemed so impossible because we were in the early 
formation of our work in L.A.  We were being financially supported by others to be 
there and it just didn’t seem right to be taking off to spend extended time here in 
Chiang Mai…half a world away from where God had called us to.  

And so, in many ways, this has been a dream come true for me.  This year it all fell 
into place thanks to the Lord’s generous provision and explicit guidance.  Now here 
I am at the end of the term and it is history already.  I’ll soon be flying back home to 
L.A. and our work there…but not the same as I came!

The vision for ministry here at IGo is really ingenious, if I can say so appropriately.  
The obvious level of maturity in the student body combined with the degree of 
commitment in the staff makes for a very robust environment for spiritual growth 
and learning…and that in the context of cross-cultural encounter.   It breaks us—
both students and staff—out of our narrow, self-focused, gotta-have-fun, gotta-make-
money, gotta-look-out-for-me, zombie-like, American-Mennonite lifestyles.  

We discover that on the other side of the world the United States isn’t the center of 

Student Ministry Trip in India
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the map anymore, and the way we have always done things 
is not necessarily the only way to do them.  In fact, driving 
on the left side of the road may not actually be the wrong 
side after all.  And the quiet, humble, differential attitude 
of the Thai culture is refreshingly opposite to what we have 
come to accept in America as an “exceptional” nation.   

Instead, tipped out of our comfort zones a bit, we find 
ourselves grappling with the raw truth of Scripture, the 
real issues of our hearts, and the uncomfortable necessity 
of bringing both to bear upon our own personal behaviors 
and the unique cultural experiences we live in…both here 
in Asia, and at home in America.

An IGo term consists of three weeks of intensive 
classroom study involving four solid hours of lecture 
input and lab-like regurgitation, followed by another four 
hours  processing homework assignments, highlighted by 
happy praise and worship chapel times and intimate prayer 
fellowship experiences, too.  And in spite of periods of 
fasting, days of solitude, and meaningful mentoring, there 
is still time for food and feasting, fun and recreation, and 
even FaceTiming with friends and family at home.  

This is all followed then by a ten-day ministry team 
outreach into still other neighboring cultures: into the 
further extremities of Thailand, or to other countries such 
as Bangladesh, Myanmar, Nepal, China, India, Laos, and 
even some of the middle-Eastern countries. These trips give 
invaluable, hands-on opportunities for the students to put 
into practice what they have learned at the institute.

So if you’re a potential missionary student yourself, or 
the parents and family of such, I do not know of a better 
place for you to invest your time and finances to get as 
much bang for your buck in both practical benefit and 
spiritual profit!    ~ Ernest Witmer

New Administrator Family
We gratefully welcome Duane and Suzette Weber, and 

their children Allison, Kenyon, Meagan, and Bryson. They 

have moved to Chiang Mai to fulfill the role of Assistant 

Administrator at IGo. We are grateful to the Lord for their 

calling to this ministry and their previous experience in 

teaching, administration, and church leadership. We are 

thankful for their willingness to come and serve, and we 

look forward to God using them here in the coming years.

Upcoming Administration Changes
At the end of this year, Val Yoder will complete his time as 

the Administrator for IGo. Val is the visionary and founder 

of IGo and has served as its Administrator from the start of 

the work. Val and his children, along with Rick and Renita 

Rhodes and their children, moved to Chiang Mai, Thailand, 

in October of 2006 to commence the work of IGo. After 

ten years of work in training young people in missions on 

the foreign field, Val plans to move back to the States and 

split his time each year between teaching at SMBI, writing 

in Minnesota, and teaching Second Semester at IGo. 

With Val stepping out of the IGo Administrator role, 

Rick will move from being the Assistant Administrator to 

become the new Administrator at IGo, with Duane Weber 

becoming his assistant. 

Building Relationships in Cambodia



contact information
Send correspondence and make checks payable to: 

Institute for Global Opportunities 
PO Box 116, Ephrata, PA 17522
Canadian donations should be sent to and be made payable to: 

Institute for Global Opportunities Canada 
PO Box 34,  Sioux Narrows, ON P0X 1N0

Institute for Global Opportunities
Val Yoder, Administrator
Phone: 807.737.2238
E-mail: igoasia@hotmail.com
Website: www.igoasia.org

Please visit our website www.igoasia.org for information about the IGo Ministries (including ADAM, EFL, Thai Church 
Planting, EQUIP Nepal, VCS).  Visit www.rayburkholder.com for more information about Macedonian Teaching Ministry 
(MTM), and www.ransom-ministries.com for more information about Ransom Ministries.

Playing Ping Pong in NepalGame Time in Cambodia

The purpose of IGo’s Cross-Cultural Leadership Seminar is to equip church leaders and lay members with tools for fulfilling the 

Great Commission in taking the gospel to both their home communities and the foreign mission field.  This seminar will run 

simultaneously with IGo’s Asian Bible School to provide fellowship and interaction with Asian believers.

Total Cost: $1,000 per single and $1,800 per couple  
(not including flight to Thailand)

Please contact our secretary at igoasia@hotmail.com if 
you wish to receive a brochure and application by mail.  
You may also find this information at www.igoasia.org.  
The registration deadline is December 1, 2016.

 March 13-24   Classes
 March 25-30   Ministry Trip 
 March 31   Wrap Up

Classes Offered:

 The Shaping of a Disciple - Duane Weber

 The Ministry of the Holy Spirit - Raymond Burkholder

 Cultural Anthropology - Rick Rhodes

Cross-Cultural Leadership Seminar 
(Previously known as the IGo Minister’s Semester)   

March 13-31, 2017
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Student Testimony
My time at IGo fulfilled a need in my life for a time of refreshment 

and renewing my vision. The staff so graciously made it possible for 

me to attend third term. I have been serving for the past two-and-

a-half years with a small team in Indonesia and had a break from 

teaching English. I “soaked up” the times of prayer and worship with 

youth who also shared the same faith and passion for their lives. 

In the classroom, I grew in my knowledge of Scripture and how 

God wants me to live it out. In the History of Missions class I was 

challenged by the examples of faithfulness and surrender of men and 

women from the past. My time in Nepal gave me more of a burden 

to engage in prayer for the unreached regions. Interacting with 

Christian youth who had come out of Hindu families reminded me 

that God’s Spirit is still moving and changing lives. The words of the 

song “…blessed be your name, in the land that is plentiful…” took 

my thoughts back to my home church in the USA and the fellowship 

I experienced at IGo. Yet God is not asking me to stay there and keep 

the blessings to myself. “When the darkness closes in, Lord, still I 

will praise” took me back to my Asia home living among Muslims. 

I am rejoicing that it is possible to thrive in a spiritually desert place 

because of God’s ever abundant grace and strength covering me. 

-RZ

Students Teaching English in Thailand

You are invited to an  

Informative IGo Breakfast  

on Monday, November 7th, from 6:30-8:30am  

at the Shady Maple Banquet Hall (East Earl, PA).  

Merle Burkholder and IGo Students 

will be sharing about the exciting work God 

is doing at IGo. Please RSVP by Oct 24th.  

For reservations, please contact Ryan Huber at  

( 717) 413-3007 or huberness@icloud.com.


