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The purpose of IGo is to provide 

students with a cross-cultural 

setting in which mission work, 

Biblical teaching  and personal 

discipleship can take place 

simultaneously.

We believe that it is more beneficial 

to be training missionaries 

overseas rather than in the affluent 

Western setting. IGo provides 

students with opportunities to 

travel and minister in Asia, with 

regular returns to the classroom 

for teaching and mentoring by 

instructors. The focus is not solely 

theoretical; instead it addresses 

the everyday issues a student 

experiences in ministry.

 Recently my wife and I sat in an empty street vendor’s booth in a Muslim majority 

area of  southeast Asia and watched Muslim children come to school on motorcycles, 

pickups, and taxis. The young male students were dressed in semi-formal uniforms and 

the young ladies in their hijab and street-length uniform dresses. Many of them kissed 

their parent’s hand as they left the car or cycle to join their friends going to the opening 

assembly of the day. They smiled shyly as they passed us, the girls going in one gate and 

the fellows into another. The gates were overseen by specially appointed staff and older 

students who recorded who was tardy. All were supposed to be in the assembly by the 

time the school opened with prayer. 

 The friends we visited informed us that the moral conduct of the students is such 

that only two or three percent of the young ladies are not virgins. For a young person 

to fail morally is to bring an isolating shame upon themselves and their family. There 

are strict repercussions for a young man to be found alone with a young lady.

 Driving at the edge of the city we saw hundreds of men kneeling in prayer during a 

break in the middle of the day. The question crossed my mind as to what would happen 
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in America if hundreds of Christian men would take a recess 

from their work and get on their faces in the middle of the 

day to pray and worship. Are we “too mature” for that? The 

women were not present since many of them were at home 

taking care of the younger children not in school. Their 

religion is intricately woven into every facet of their culture.  

 Something about this culture impressed me as paralleling 

the Anabaptist culture I grew up in. The men are leaders in 

religion and home, women are keepers of the home, parents 

value children and children embrace respect, modesty and 

morality as a way of life. Most of these values have been 

pushed aside by Western modernity as archaic. It has been a 

tragic loss.

 One of the losses that deeply troubles me in our Western 

culture is the devaluation of children. We seem to want 

a child or two to prove we have the ability to reproduce, 

but the responsibility of raising them is too overwhelming. 

We look back in our history where families averaged six to 

seven children and roll our eyes in exasperation at such a 

“ministry.” Assuredly, a large family is not more righteous 

because they are numerous, but intentionally limiting family 

size has become epidemic and usually reflects a wrong value 

system. There have been more family-friendly days! I think 

it is interesting that the so-called “model mother,” Mary, 

the mother of Jesus, actually had at least seven children 

(Matthew 13:55, 56). This is something that is overlooked 

by many who revere her as the “model of motherhood.” 

Encouraging couples to welcome children has made the 

Amish the fastest growing denomination in America, and 

the Muslims the fastest growing religion in the world.

 The impact of a godly family, whether in America or 

abroad, is not only a visual testimony of the beauty of 

holiness in the home but it also provides the “missionaries” 

for the next generation. Our children will be the voices and 

examples of the life of Christ as they marry, bear children 

and live the Christ-life in tomorrow’s culture! What has 

our view of family ministry said to the Muslims? Do we 

value the impact of this ministry as God does? Spending 

a life-time equipping and discipling seven children in our 

homes, probably the place of greatest impact for God in 

the world, while also evangelizing and discipling seven 

neighbors to spiritual maturity so that they reproduce 
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The purpose of the IGo Minister’s Semester is to equip pastors to be agents of mission work through their local church, to prepare 

pastors to better counsel young people who sense God’s call to foreign missions, and to acquaint pastors with the opportunities 

to take disciplined Christian faith and practice to the communities and churches of Asia where it has seldom been demonstrated 

by Western Christianity.  The second term of the Minister’s Semester will run simultaneously with the Asian Bible School (ABS) 

for fellowship and interaction with Asian leaders.

Cost:

Tuition:  $500.00 per student

Room & Board: $600.00 per student or 

  $1,200.00 per couple

Ministry Trips:  $1,000.00 per student or 

  $1,800 per couple

One trip in Thailand / One trip to neighboring country

(Children’s costs are additional)

Total per student: $2,100.00 plus flight to Thailand

Total per couple: $4,000.00 plus flight to Thailand

We need to have a minimum of four applications by  

November 1, 2014 in order to host the IGo Minister’s 

Semester.

February 9 - March 21, 2015
 February 9   Orientation
 February 10-19  Term 1
 February 20, 21  Solitude & Mentoring 
 February 23-28  Ministry Trip 1
 March 2-12   Term 2 (With ABS)
 March 13,14   Solitude & Mentoring
 March 16-20   Ministry Trip 2015

 March 21   Wrap Up & Debriefing

Classes Offered:

First Term

 Team Dynamics - Loren Miller

 Public Speaking - Rick Rhodes

 Discovering Our God I - Val Yoder

Second Term

 Pastoral Priorities - Gaylord Barkman

 Biblical Theology of Missions - Collier Berkshire

 Discovering Our God II - Val Yoder

IGo Minister’s Semester
February 9 - March 21, 2015
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themselves spiritually in a similar way, would have powerful 

ramifications for building the Kingdom of God in just a few 

short generations.

 While there are some virtuous characteristics of the 

Muslim community we visited, the deeply disturbing reality 

is that these homes reject the Lord Jesus Christ. They deny 

the release and empowerment of Calvary and the resurrection. 

The heavy burden of attempting to compensate for the bad by 

doing good hovers over these people like a heavy blanket of 

darkness. Our friends who live among these people testified 

that many, if not most, of these people reject Christ primarily 

because of what they have seen in the lives of those who claim 

to be His followers.

 What a tragedy that Christian “liberty,” in both theology 

and practice, has created a cultural face which makes these 

people scorn our Western ungodly so-called “Christian” life-

style. But, therein is also the tremendous opportunity. The 

values that these people embrace in the social aspects of their 

religion and culture are similar to the culture and background 

that many Anabaptists have grown up in. Muslims have not 

seen those values embraced or defended by Westerners. We 

have the opportunity to give a different picture. This would 

be a picture of the godly disciplines of Scripture infused with 

the radiance of Christ.

 Our friends make up five of the known nine ex-pat 

believers working in a city of 50,000 people. When I think of 

the potential that godly Anabaptist families would have for 

presenting the Gospel both by their words and life-style in 

such a setting, it almost makes me wish for another life-time. 

What could God do to demonstrate the beauty of holiness 

to the Islamic communities in southeast Asia as seen through 

your family and marriage?  ~ Val Yoder
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