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A CALL TO YOU,  

THE LOCAL CHURCH

What’s InsIde?
A Call to You, the Local Church      An ABS Testimony

IGo Ministers Semester       

2012 marks the sixth year that 
IGo is in session.  By now many 
of you personally know students 
that have attended IGo and have 
returned home.  They have vision, 
purpose and life experiences that 
have drawn them closer to God, 
and made them much more useful 
for the Kingdom.  

Because of what we have seen God 
do in the lives of the students, we 
began asking ourselves the ques-
tion, “What could God do in the 
Conservative Anabaptist Churches 
of America if the Church Leaders 
could experience the same training 

and ministry trips that our students have experi-
enced?”

As a result of that question, we asked a large por-
tion of the ministers present at the 2011 Sharon 
Mennonite Minister’s Week, if they would be 
interested in attending a shortened semester of 
IGo specifically designed for ministers.  The result 
of that little survey was overwhelming.  At least 
20 ministers said they would be very interested in 
attending.  At that time we were talking the pos-
sibility of an 8-week program, yet they were still 
very interested.

We have since shortened the 2013 IGo Minister’s 
Semester to a 6-week program, to make it a bit 
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Purpose: 
The purpose of the IGo Minister’s Semester is to equip 
pastors to be agents of mission work through their lo-
cal church, to prepare pastors to better counsel young 
people who sense God’s call to foreign missions, and to 
acquaint pastors with the opportunities to take disci-
plined Christian faith and practice to the communities 
and churches of Asia where it has seldom been demon-
strated by Western Christianity. The second term of the 
IGo Minister’s semester will run simultaneously with the 
Asian Bible School for fellowship and interaction with 
Asian leaders. 

List of Classes:
    First Term
 Kingdom Theology - Guest Teacher
 Acts - Raymond Burkholder
 Church & It’s Foes - Val Yoder
    Second Term
 Christian Family - Val Yoder
 Cultural Anthropology - Collier Berkshire 
 Team Dynamics - Rick Rhodes

Cost
    Tuition - $500.00/student
     Ministry Trip - $1,000.00/student or $1,800.00/  
       couple (one trip in Thailand/one to neighboring                 
       country)
     Room & Board - $600.00/student or $1,200.00/            
     couple. Children’s cost would be additional. 
 Total per student $2,100.00 + flight over
 Total per couple $4,000.00 + flight over
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easier for the ministers to be able to attend. Please see 
the schedule included in this newsletter.

My question to you as church members: Was your pas-
tor one of the minister’s who said, “I would definitely 
be interested in attending.”?  Yet when it comes right 
down to making the decision, time off of work, (which 
means lost wages), time away from the church, and the 
expense of the semester plus travel could very likely 
keep your minister from living out his dream.  

Imagine your minister renewed, refreshed, and bubbling 
over with new vision, new insight, and a readiness and 
willingness to do all it takes to encourage and build you, 
the church, so that your impact in your local community 
can be more than it ever has been before!

The Scriptures have much to say about the local church 
supporting those who minister to them. Your ministers 
labor long and hard in many hidden ways to serve you.  
Many times, along the way, we see ministers becoming 
discouraged, weary, and some even come to the point of 
feeling the need to step down.

Brothers and sisters, the Bible tells us in Galatians 6:6 
“Let him that is taught in the word communicate unto 
him that teacheth in all good things.”  And again in 1 
Timothy 5:15, “For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not 
muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn. And, The 
labourer is worthy of his reward.”

I am confident that the brothers (and their wives) who 
labor among you in the ministry are worthy of being 
blessed in being “sent” by your church to the 2013 IGo 
Minister’s Semester.

This will not only be an encouragement and a blessing 

Humbling.  Inspiring.  Incredible.  These are three 

words that go through my mind as I look back at the 

Asian Bible School of 2012.

Humbling as I interacted with men and women from 

6 different countries who were passionate in their love 

and worship for the Lord.  Humbling as I heard of the 

sacrifice that many of them have made and are making 

in their ministries. Humbling to stand before them to 

teach them principles from God’s Word and realize that 

there was so much that I could learn from them.

Inspiring to see hunger for a deeper knowledge of God’s 

Word.  Inspiring as I heard stories of how God worked 

in their lives.  Inspiring as their stories challenged me to 

a closer walk with God.  

Incredible to realize that I was working together with 

God in bringing about his Kingdom.  Incredible to walk 

together with other men and women with a common 

goal – to have others hear of Salvation in Jesus.  Incred-

ible to see the opportunities that IGO has to give further 

teaching to Asian church workers is an open door that 

can bring more souls into the Kingdom.   I thank God 

that my family and I were privileged to be a part of this 

work.            ~ Joel Yoder

COnTACT
Send correspondence and make checks 
payable to: 
Institute for Global Opportunities
PO Box 116, Ephrata, PA 17522

Institute for Global Opportunities
Val Yoder, Administrator
Phone: 807.737.2238
E-mail: igoasia@hotmail.com
Website: www.igoasia.org

An ABs TEsTimOnY

IGo Ministers Semester
Chiang Mai, Thailand

Feb. 11 - March 23, 2013
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If you would like a 2013 Student Cata-
log please contact, Darlene at igoasia@

hotmail.com or call 807.737.2238

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” II Timothy 2:15
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to your ministers, but will be an investment in the spiri-
tual vision and community impact of your church, and 
ultimately the church that you will be handing down 
to your children.  Can you really fix a dollar amount to 
such an eternal investment? 
Please, don’t wait on some other lay brother to get the 
ball rolling. Nothing is accomplished when everyone 
waits on someone.  May God bless you richly with all 
spiritual blessings in Christ Jesus, as you seek to bless 
those who serve among you.

- Collier Berkshire
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